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The Emiri Decree No. 80 of 2011 


designated the second Tuesday of February 
of each year shall be a Sports Day for the 
State, when everyone is encouraged to 
participate in sporting activities with 
colleagues and family. 

The first National Sport Day was held in 2012 
and was designated for sporting endeavors 
by the citizens of Oatar. 

The day’s main purpose is to promote 
sports and to educate the local population 
on ways to reduce health risks associated 
with an inactive lifestyle, such as coronary 
heart disease and diabetes. 

Many government ministries and private 
sector companies organize hundreds of 
activities and sport day events for 
employees and the general public. Notably 
the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH), 
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), Oatar 
Olympic Committee (QOC), Aspire Zone, and 
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various other sporting organizations play a 
prominent role at a number of events 
across Oatar. 

Activities range from football to basketball, 
tennis to taekwondo, cycling to swimming, 
with countless free sporting sessions and 
social competitions, available to allages and 
abilities to ensure everyone has the 
opportunity to participate in sport. 

Along with the extensive sporting events 
across the country, National Sport Day also 
focuses on Oatari culture with traditional Al 
Shawahef rowing championships, acting as 
a reminder of Qatar’s ancient sporting 
heritage and the role it has played in the 
country’s most recent developments. 
Celebrating the National Sports Day 
highlights the role that sport plays a factor 
in creating a healthy community at both 
physical and psychological levels. The day is 
part of the Oatar National Vision 2030 
initiative. 


National Sports Day 2023 


Unique edition following historical hosting of World Cup 


oe 
oa cndbyll pol 
National Sport Day 


The 12th edition of the National Sports Day, 
which will be on Feb. 14, will be a unique version, 
as the first to follow the great achievement of 
hosting FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, where the 
immortal legacy left by the World Cup and the 
wonderful infrastructure and facilities have become 
the perfect place in which sport is practiced by all 
members of society of all ages. 

The stadiums and the facilities will remain a witness 
to the great value that sport enjoys in Qatar, until it 
has become a way of life through its practice all 
over the world, when the different regions during 
the Sports Day turn into open stadiums, as has been 
the case since the first edition that came in response 
to the Amiri Resolution No. (80) of 2011, which 
stipulated that the second Tuesday of February of 
every year will be a National Sports Day, during 
which all kinds of sports were practiced, in an 
unprecedented gesture unique to the State of Qatar, 
which was a destination for millions of fans, and the 
focus of the world’s attention during the World Cup. 
The 2023 Sports Day coincides with the lifting of 
restrictions that were imposed in recent years due to 
the (Covid-19) pandemic, which did not discourage 
the State of Qatar from preserving the unique 
annual tradition, the matter that makes the 12th 
edition a celebration of overcoming the pandemic, 
thanks to the great efforts made by the State in 
cooperation with various institutions of society. 

All state institutions organize special programs for 
the Sports Day, through sports venues and facilities 
designated for sport in the country. This is done in 
coordination between sports institutions and author- 
ities in order to achieve the desired goal, which is to 


continue increasing the numbers of participants and 
participants, especially in light of the constant 
communication between schools and the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education; With the aim of 
raising the level of sports culture among young 
people. 

The practice of sport is not limited to specific 
games, where the National Sports Day (NSD) 
Committee has been setting a specific agenda that 
includes various activities, as in the previous 
edition, which witnessed the holding of 575 various 
activities through the Qatar Sports for All Federa- 
tion. It included all kinds of sports in the interest of 
society groups, including children, women and the 
elderly. 

As in previous years, a wide range of events and 
activities will be held to celebrate the National 
Sport Day, including the various groups of Qatari 
society, including men, women, children and people 
with special needs, to maintain a healthy and func- 
tional life. 

Every institution organizes special sporting events 
in coordination with the Qatar Olympic Committee 
and the Ministry of Culture and Sports in order to 
ensure that there is no conflict between the different 
activities. 

It is expected that tens of thousands of families, 
citizens and residents, will be in the sports arenas 
and facilities designated for the Sports Day; In order 
to achieve the desired goal, which is “Sport... Life”. 
Marathons, walking, jogging, individual and team 
sports will be a goal for all members of society to 
compete for in the current edition to enhance the 
value of sport and to raise its importance in human life. 
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Qatar Sports Renaissance 
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Qatar Olympic Committee 


Qatar Sports 
Renaissance 


In times past, Oataris used to practice traditional 
boat racing - a pursuit which is still held annually in 
Doha - reflecting part of the tradition of the 
country, alongside camel racing, horse racing, and 
falconry championships. 

Sport plays a major role in the Oatari life. Most 
sports facilities in Qatar are open to the public in 
order to encourage residents to adopt a healthy 
lifestyle through regular exercise. 

Countries all over the world have praised Qatar in 
recent years for hosting many great international 
sports events including the 15th Asian Games in 
2006 the 2011 AFC Asian Football Cup and the Arab 
Games in 2011. 


Qatar also hosts some of the world’s most 
prestigious annual sporting events, such as: 
The International Golf Championship, The 
Exxon Mobil Qatar Tennis Championship 
(Men), The Sony’ Ericsson — Tennis 
Championship (women), The Qatar Classic 
Squash, The World Championship — of 
Motorcycles, Qatar Rally Baja, and The Oatar 
Open Tennis Championship. 

While traditional sports still have a solid 
Following, in recent decades modern sports 
have seen steady growth and made great 
progress in the country, where world-class 
facilities such as the Khalifa International 
Stadium, International Complex for Tennis 
and Squash and The Aspire Zone have been 
established. 


The most eminent sports 
events: 

There is no doubt that the development of 
modern sports facilities has contributed to 
enabling Qatar to host some exciting 
international sporting events, such as Oatar 
Tennis Championship as well as the Qatar 
Athletics supervised by the International 


Federation. 

Recent successes include the 2006 Asian 
Games and the 2011 AFC Asian Cup and, of 
course, the upcoming 2022 FIFA World Cup. 


Oatari Olympic Committee: 
The Qatari Olympic Committee (QOC) was 
established in 1979, to support the 
participation of national teams and 
associations in international, regional and 
local competitions in accordance with the 
Olympic Charter. 

The Committee is currently chaired by His 
Highness The Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad 
Al Thani. The Qatari Olympic Committee has 
established Sports Federations in order to 
supervise the individual sports. There are 
now numerous sports activities for both 
adults and children at all skill levels played 
within Qatar. 

The QOC is also responsible for supervising 
sports institutions and federations within 
the country itself. 

Overall, the QOC seeks to provide the best 
environment in which Qatari athletes can 
flourish and record the best results. 


sae aS 
The FIFAWorldCup saw 17 million Metro tram and Lusail Tram — a 
passengers, thanks to Qatar's state-of-the-art metro system 

that ensured seamless transportation during the tournament. . 
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Khalifa Olympic City: 

Established in 1976, this facility includes the 
main Khalifa Stadium with capacity for 
50,000 spectators. This is mainly used for 
Football, but there is also arunning track and 
field for athletics events, and a sports hall of 
1,800 spectators capacity for basketball, 
handball, volleyball, tennis and the Centre of 
Sports Medicine. 


Doha Golf Club: 

Established in 1997, this club is affiliated to 
the Qatar National Company for Hotels, 
where all activities of the Qatari Union for 
Golf are organized. It is also a stadium of 
international standards, where The Qatar 
Masters Championship has been held 
annually since 1998. 


Hamad Aquatic Sports 
Complex: 

This facility is located near the Khalifa 
International Stadium and is designed 
according to world and _ olympic 


specifications in terms of the _ latest 
technologies and standards. 
Traditional Boat Racing: 

The Traditional Regatta, which is held 


annually in Doha, reflects a part of the 
Oatari traditional lifestyle, with traditional 
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boats having always been a vital and 
essential part of the survival and the 
presence of a people who once depended on 
the sea for their livelihood. This race turns 
this very traditional part of Qatari life into 
an athletic and enjoyable competition, in an 
atmosphere of sportsmanship and team 
spirit. 


Camel racing: 

Camel racing is popular in several Arab 
countries and especially in Qatar. Several big 
camel racing events are held in Qatar such 
as: The Emir Cup, The Heir Apparent Cup, and 
The Ministers’ Cup through the course of the 
season. 


Falconry and hunting with 
falcons: 

The sport of falconry is a favorite sport of 
Qataris. The hunting season usually begins 
with the onset of winter in the region and 
continues until spring. There are many 
festivals dedicated to falcons that are held 
to display the various breeds and sizes of 
these noble birds. 


Horse racing: 

Another traditional favorite, there is a large 
number of races held during the season 
offering opportunity to win big prizes! 


Football: 

Football is considered to be the most 
popular sport in Qatar. The national team 
has represented the country in many 
regional, Arab, and international 
championships, such as the AFC Asian Cup 
This interest is only likely to increase as the 
world’s biggest football tournament, the 
2022 World Cup, approaches. 


The relationship Qatar has with sports is volleyball and tennis. 


treasured and ancient. Horse racing, In addition, since 2012, Qatar has been 
camel racing and falconry have been celebrating National Sports Day on the 
Tr aditional part of the country’s tradition and histo- second Tuesday of February every year 
ry for centuries. The passion and con- to encourage sports, fitness and a 
Sp orts nection with sports have evolved with healthy lifestyle in Qatar. Let’s take a 
: time and though look at sports in Qatar and how it’s 
In Qatar these sports still remain as important, evolved to become an important part of 
other sporting activities have been the country’s identity and put us on the 
added to the mix like football, golf, world map of sports! 


Do you know Arabian horses play a very significant role in 
the country’s history to independence? e 
In 1893, Bedouins, led by Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed Al 
Thani, assisted by their valuable horses, fought and won an 
important battle in Qatar’s history against the Ottomans; a 
battle that eventually led to Qatar’s independence. In 1992, 
His Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani had an Arabian horse breeding farm established at the 
site of this Al Shaqab battle, naming it the Al Shaqab Eques- 
trian Centre. The aim of this state-of-the-art equestrian centre 
is to preserve the historical traditions and legacy of Arabian 
horses; animals that are highly respected in the country. 


Qatar has always been a leader in breeding Arabian 
horses and traces back its love for horse racing as a 
traditional sport since the olden times, when Bedouins 
bred and trained horses to race with horses of the other 
tribes in the area. Winning these races was a matter of 
pride and honour for the tribes, and Arabian thorough- 
bred horses of this area were (and still are) among some 
of the best horses in the world. 


However, it wasn’t till 1975, that horse riding gained more recognition in Qatar and became a mainstream sport with the 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club becoming public that year. This Club has the task of developing Thoroughbred and Pure- 
bred Arabian horse racing events on the local and international level, organising Arabian horse shows and encouraging horse 
owners to care for and race the best horses to develop horse production. 
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Gallery 1: 
World of Emotion 


The Museum’s lobby area features access to 
the auditorium, conference rooms and an 
atrium with direct access to the Activation 
Zone. This introduction space provides an 
overview of the Museum's themes and the 
central role of sports in Oatar. A video wall 
and custom soundscape welcome visitors 
into the Museum and build excitement for 
what lies ahead in the galleries. 


Gallery 2: A Global 
History of Sport 


“A Global History of Sport” invites 
visitors on a journey through the 
history of sports across the globe from 
ancient to modern times. The gallery 
includes almost 100 objects and 
reproductions, ranging from the 8th 
century BCE to the early 20th century, 
accompanied by graphics, audiovisual 
and interactive digital elements. 


Gallery 3: Olympics 


Using a combination of history, archaeology 
and contemporary sources, the “Olympics” 
gallery takes visitors on a journey from Greek 
Antiquity to the present day, exploring the 
Ancient Games through the birth of the 
modern Olympics, and their growth and 
significance today. “Olympics” is made up of 
four zones, with the first providing context 
on the cultural and philosophical drivers that 
led to the creation of the ancient games and 
the popularity of the Games in ancient 
Greece, as well as the site of Olympia as a hub 
of athletic, religious and cultural activity. 


Gallery 5: 
Qatar — Hosting Nation 


_— Ss we . This gallery explores how the mega sports 
ais x events hosted by Oatar in recent decades 
Sip. mm . have become a matter of global fascination 
7 and national pride. The 2006 Asian Games in 
Gallery 4: Hall of Athletes Doha was the first major sports event to be 
Here visitors can meet heroes, old and new, and be | held bya Gulf country. One of the most 
inspired and amazed by their journeys and successful Asian Games ever held, it included 
achievements. Across three floors, this gallery profiles | 49 countries in 424 events in 39 sports. 
90 athletes from across the world and the 20th and __—‘~Previously, Qatar had been hosting individual 


21st centuries, representing a wide range of international events since the 1970s and 
international sports. annual events since the 1990s. 


Gallery 6: 
Qatar Sports Culture 


Our sixth gallery presents the 
story of Oatar’s sporting trans- 
formation from _ traditional 
sports and games, dating back 
several thousand years, to its 
role today as a global sporting 
nation. Immersed in the atmos- 
phere of a Oatari majlis, visitors 
are invited to learn about Oatar’s 
maritime and desert traditions. 


Gallery 7: 
Activation Zone 


The Museums final gallery promotes 
physical activity across Oatar and 
encourages healthy and active lifestyles. 
This interactive gallery experience begins 
with the inspirational stories of local 
people who have made the decision to 
adopt healthy and active lifestyles. The 
gallery encourages continued engagement 
with the Museum through its exciting and 
innovative program of events, challenges 
and activities. 


13 


Ee News in Numbers 


J 


3,404,252 


The total attendance at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. 


1.85 million 


More than 1.85m fans attended the FIFA 
Fan Festival during FIFA World Cup 
Oatar 2022! 


172 goals 


From 172 goals scored, to five billion 
people engaged, a host of new records 
were set. 


1.5 billion 


Final achieved a global reach of close to 
1.5 billion viewers, with the opening 
match capturing over 550 million. 


262 billion 


Almost six billion engagements on social 
media, with 262 billion cumulative reach 
across all platforms. 


20,000 volunteers 


FIFA World Cup owed much of its success 
to volunteers. Made up of more than 150 
nationalities, 20,000 volunteers 

supported the delivery of the event. 


~~ 


Naseem Healthcare 
announces One Million 
Worth Surgeries 


Naseem Healthcare, the top healthcare provider in 
Qatar, announced ‘Naseem One Million Worth Surgery’ 
on February 5 in a press conference held at the Naseem 
Medical Centre on C Ring Road. The initiative aims to 
provide 1 million QR worth of financial aid for Surgeries 
for those who deserve financial support to perform the 
procedure for better health. 

Guests can avail of the benefit from the Naseem Surgical 
Centre upon notifying of their affordability conditions. 
The initiative would benefit Qatar residents with valid 
Qatar IDs recommended by embassies, — social, 
community, and charitable associations, prominent 
individuals, and our friendly media partners. 

After being diagnosed by our Doctors in the Surgical 
centre, the patients can discuss their affordability, who 
would be then directed to the program coordinator for 
detailed assessment and counselling and to secure 
approval from the approval committee. The internal 
approval committee constitutes the senior management 
officials of Naseem from finance, CSR, Medical Director, 
and branch operations. 

The financial aid includes surgery charges such as 
Operating Theatre Charges, anaesthesia fee, surgeon 
fee, and pre-and post-op bed charges and OT 
Consumables but excludes Aesthetic Surgeries, VIP 
Rooms, Special Investigations and Special Implants. 

The financial aid is only for surgeries performed at 
Naseem Surgical Centre and will be adjusted in the 
surgery bill, and not paid in cash. The amount of financial 
aid will be partial or full depend on the patient's financial 
status. 

Naseem Surgical Centre, a healthcare facility recently 
launched which is entirely dedicated to surgical 
procedures, and staffed by a team of over 30 doctors 
with surgical privileges for over 100 major surgeries in 
departments such as General Surgery, Orthopaedic 
Surgery, Laparoscopic Surgery, Gynaecology, 
Surgical Urology, ENT, Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery, and Diagnostic & Therapeutic 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, said by Dr. Mudesser 
Rehan, General Surgeon, Naseem Surgical Centre. 
In Qatar, Naseem Healthcare is one of the most 
well-known medical facilities, providing care to 
more than 90,000 patients each month from 95 
different countries through its 7 branches. The 
largest private healthcare provider in the nation, 
Naseem, has been serving Qatar for the past 17 
years. 

For further information, Please contact 30806833 
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Oata ir is passionate about sport. 


Like every successful athlete, we are 
determined to better ourselves, push our 
boundaries and break down barriers. 

That is why the second Tuesday of every 
February was designated a public holiday - 
the National Sports Day. 

The first National Sports Day was held in 
2012. Its purpose is to promote 
participation in sport, with hundreds of 
sporting events taking place throughout 
the country. 

“Sport day reflects, from year to year, the 
commitment of the Qatari people to the 
gains that have been achieved in the State 
and gave it a privileged position on the 
map of sports in the world.” 

His Excellency Mr Salah bin Ghanem Al Ali, 
Minister of Culture and Sports, February 
2019 
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Qatar has a strong track record of hosting 
international sporting events, developing 
sporting talent and investing in world-class 
training facilities. 

Sport plays a major role in the Qatar National 
Vision 2030. Our ambition is to become a 
global leader in sports and bring the world 
together through sustainable sports 
development, building on our achievements 
to date. 


A global hub for sport 

Qatar has played host to more than 500 
international sporting events in the past 15 
years, across all Sports and age groups. 
Throughout the years, Qatar has been the 
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venue for many other — international 
championships, including the 2006 Asian 
Games, the 2015 Men’s Handball World 
Championship, the 2015 AIBA World Boxing 
Championship, the 48th Artistic Gymnastics 
World Championships, the International 
Handball Federation Super Globe, the 2019 
ANOC World Beach Games, the FIFA Club 
World Cup Oatar 2019 and 2020 as well as the 
[JF Masters 2020. We also look forward to 
hosting the 2023 FINA World Championships 


and the 2023 AFC Asian Cup. 

We are incredibly proud to be hosting the 
2022 World Cup, the first in the Arab World, to 
helo change perceptions and _ drive 
development across the entire region. 

Qatar is also pleased to announce that it had 
won the Doha 2030 Asian Games Bid. On 4 
October, we submitted our plan to the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), to strengthen 
Asia’s enduring sporting legacy. 

Doha 2030 is a national priority and has the 
Full Support of His Highness the Amir of the 
State of Qatar. The Bid Committee has drawn 
from Doha’s extensive sports events hosting 
experience and leveraged its wealth of 
state-of-the-art venues and infrastructure 


to develop this world-leading plan. With all 
permanent sports venues in place or already 
planned, Doha 2030 is able to focus on 
delivering a Games that brings benefits to all 
of Asia before and after 2030. 

Additionally, Qatar will host its first ever 
Formula One Grand Prix in November 2021. 
This inaugural event will take place at Qatar’s 
Losail International Circuit where spectators 
will gather to witness this event for the first 
time in Oatar’s history. The country has also 


Are you looking for a job in Qatar? Visit now: www.gulftrick.com 


signed a 10-year deal to host Formula One 
starting from 2023, thus continuing its 
breakthroughs for the next decade in the 
field of sports. 

In December 2022, Oatar signed a contract to 
host the FIA World Endurance Championship 
From 2024 to 2029. This championship, which 
will be staged at the Lusail International 
Circuit, will pave the way for future 
international motorsports events in the 
country. 


Qatar not only welcomes international 
athletes but also develops its own sporting 
talent, with Qatari athletes competing at the 
highest levels of international sport. 

In 2012, Qatari swimmer Nada Mohamed 
became the first female to represent Oatar 
at the Olympics in London. 

The first-ever silver medal for Qatar was 
won by high-jumper Mutaz Essa Barshim at 


the London Olympics in 2012. He also won the 
Olympic silver medal at the Rio Olympics in 
2016. A year later, he won a gold medal for 
Qatar in the IAAF World Championships in 
London and was named Men's Athlete of the 
Year by the International Association of 
Athletics Federation. And in 2019, Barshim 
won a second gold medal at the IAAF World 
Championship in Doha, becoming the first 
man to defend the world crown. 
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Qatar’s participation in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games has 
been the best in the Oatari sports history. Qatar won three 
medals in the Tokyo Olympics for the first time - two gold 
medals for Fares Ibrahim in the weightlifting competition and 
Mutaz Barshim in the high jump competition, and one bronze 
medal for Cherif Younousse and Ahmed Tijan in the beach 
volleyball competition, which is the first medal for an Arab 
country in a team sport. The team’s exceptional performance 
placed Qatar first among the Arab countries participating in 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. Both Barshim and Ibrahim were 
mentioned in the Forbes 30 under 30 Middle East list in 2021. 
Another sports star in Qatar is rally driver and clay pigeon 
shooter Nasser Al Attiyah, who has won three Dakar Rally titles 
- in 2011, 2015, and most recently in 2019. He also won a bronze 
medal for clay pigeon shooting in the 2012 London Olympic 
Games. 

Oatar is also home to a number of successful regional and 
international sports teams. Our handball team won the Asian 
Men's Handball Championship four times in 2014, 2016, 2018 
and 2020, and brought home a silver medal at the 2015 
Handball World Championship. 

Moreover, the Men’s national football team has emerged as a 
force in Asian football. The national team recently had its most 
successful tournament of all time, winning the 2019 Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) Cup and moving Oatar from 93rd 
to 55th place in FIFA’s latest world rankings. The team has 
additionally won the Gulf Cup three times, in 1992, 2004 and 
2014. Qatari footballer Akram Afif was also named 2019 Asian 
Player of the Year at the Asian Football Confederation’s annual 
awards in Hong Kong. 

In 2021, Qatari champion Amal Mohammed claimed the gold 
medal of the running target event at the Asian Airgun 
Championship in Kazakhstan. 

Besides Team Qatar Club, the Qatar Olympic Committee 
further builds the sporting culture in Oatar by organising 
Sports Excellence Day. This annual ceremony has been taking 
place since 2008 and highlights the achievements of the 
various athletes in the country, encouraging them to pursue 
the best in the field of sports and inspire the future 
generations. 


Our world-class training facilities 

In addition to hosting sports tournaments, Qatar has invested 
significantly to ensure that it has the very best in sports 
training and medical facilities readily available to athletes from 
all over the world. 
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Aspire Academy is a highly advanced youth 
sports academy, both in terms of its 
strategic ambitions which are aligned to 
Qatar National Vision 2030, and its student 
athlete development methodology. 

Since its establishment in 2004, Aspire 
Academy has been mandated to provide 
training and education to students with 
sporting potential, in an exceptional 
sporting and learning environment. The 
academy has set itself the ambitious target 
to be, by 2020, recognised as the world’s 
leading sports academy in the development 
of youth athletes. In 2017, Aspire received an 
award for best Arab sports organisation. 
Each year, Aspire engages more than 6,000 
young children (ages 6-12) through sport 
and football skill development and talent 
identification programmes throughout the 
country. The most talented children are 
offered scholarships to join Aspire between 
the age of 12 to 18 and develop in the 
Academy's “core” sports (football, athletics, 
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squash, table tennis, and fencing) as well as 
in federation sports. 

Furthermore, many international athletes 
choose Aspire aS a destination for their 
training camps and in the winter months, 
world-renowned football teams such as 
Manchester United, Everton FC, Ajax 
Amsterdam, FC Bayern Munchen, Paris 
Saint-Germain, Schalke O04, Zenit Saint 
Petersburg, and many more are regularly 
seen at Aspire during their winter break. 
Qatar is also home to world-class sports 
medicine facilities. Aspetar Oatar 
Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Hospital is 
the first specialised sports hospital in the 
Middle East and the Gulf region, having been 
accredited by FIFA as a sports medicine 
centre of excellence in providing 
high-quality medical treatment for 
sports-related injuries in a state-of-the-art 
facility. Many high-profile sportsmen and 
women from around the world have 
received treatment at Aspetar. 
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AS fans celebrated and cheered for their 
favourite players on the pitch during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™, the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC) 
honoured and protected heroes off the 
pitch — hundreds of thousands of workers - 
all of whom played an instrumental role in 
the delivery and success of the tournament. 
The cornerstone of these efforts were 
Workers’ Welfare Standards  (WWS), 
developed by the SC to ensure the health, 
Safety and wellbeing of workers. The SC 
continued to steer the implementation of 
the WWS to the wider tournament-centric 
sectors, to protect around 200,000 workers. 
A sector of particular significance was 
hospitality, with an estimate of 40,000 
workforce involved throughout’ the 
duration of the tournament. Engagement 
with this sector began in 2019, and by 2022, a 
robust audits and inspections regime 
covered 156 hotel operators to ensure 
effective implementation of the WWS in 
their operations. The SC’s strong focus on 
knowledge transfer and capacity building 
resulted in notable improvements in areas 
of supply chain management, workers’ 
accommodation and access to remedy, as 
well as other employment practices. 

The ground-breaking recruitment fees 
reimbursement programme, also continued 
to grow programme-wide. By the end of 
2022, 266 contractors reimbursed OAR 86.6 
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M to more than 49,000 SC and non-SC 
workers who were charged _ illegal 
recruitment fees. In addition, three hotel 
operators and service providers also 
reimbursed OAR 163,670 to 58 workers. 
Following the success of the SC’s Workers’ 
Welfare Forums in the construction sector, 
these forums were extended to 70 hotels, in 
continued efforts to give workers a voice. 
These forums have empowered workers to 
share grievances —_ through elected 
representatives, without fear of retaliation. 
Workers’ health and safety remained a top 
priority throughout 2022. 

The SC also focused on enhancing the 
bespoke StayQool cooling suits for workers, 
which were specifically designed to combat 
heat stress. By 2022, over 52,000 suits were 
deployed, in addition to 5,000 vests to 
security guards and 13,000 balaclavas to 
workers exposed to dust or sun. The 
StayQoo!l suits were piloted in 
non-construction sectors to explore its 
wider use for outdoor professions. 

The SC’s continued progress in building the 
workers’ welfare legacy took centre stage at 
various high-profile events that were held 
during the year, including the panel 
discussions at the Concordia Annual 
Summit, World Innovation Summit for 
Health (WISH) 2022 and the UN General 
Assembly’s International Migration Review 
Forum, as wellas webinars conducted by the 
Centre for Sport and Human Rights (CSHR) 
that focused on human rights and best 
practices in the hospitality and security 
sectors. 

In preparation for the FIFA World Cup™, 
2022 was also particularly marked by the 
implementation of a rigorous 
pre-tournament due diligence exercise that 
included audits and inspections of 358 
contractors on-boarded for the delivery of 
various services. This was critical in ensuring 
that the tournament supply chain was in 
compliance with the WWS and the Qatar 
Labour Law, so that tournament-time 
workers were protected. 

Test events held during the year, such as the 
FIFA World Cup™ Intercontinental Play-offs, 


the Lusail Super Cup™ and the Bollywood 
Music Festival, helped to inform and 
augment the workers’ welfare approach for 
the FIFA World Cup 2022™ and to cement 
tournament-readiness. 

As the FIFA World Cup™ kicked off, WWD’s 
team of inspectors met and interviewed 
more than 8,000 workers across stadiums, 
training sites and non-competition venues 
over the course of the tournament, to 
ensure that workers’ rights were protected. 
Where issues were identified, follow-ups 
with contractors and government 
authorities were conducted to ensure that 
appropriate actions were taken. 

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ was 
testament to how the SC catalysed the 
transformative power of sports to deliver 
lasting social change. This was the first FIFA 
World Cup™ to have a dedicated workers’ 
welfare and labour rights team to protect 
workers’ rights. 

While the tournament has concluded, the 
SC’s focus on workers’ welfare continues 
uninterrupted. Its commitment to 
collaboration and knowledge transfer will 
ensure that the pioneering work 
undertaken over the past decade continues 
to inform and strengthen Oatar’s labour 
reforms to protect migrant workers. 
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